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STANWOOD –City Deems Private Club Application Incomplete 
 
The City of Stanwood has received an application for an administrative interpretation from a 
business owner seeking to open a private club in the city’s Main Street Business zone in east 
Stanwood.  
 
The application submitted to the city did not contain the required information. The city is 
currently waiting on additional information from the business owner in order to make an 
administrative decision on whether the proposed use is allowed in the Main Street Business 
zone under the city’s zoning code. A copy of zoning code, Title 17 of the Stanwood Municipal 
Code is available on city’s website http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/stanwood/. 
 
When the application is complete, the Community Development Director will issue a notice of 
decision. The city building official also issued a notice that a building permit is required and the 
applicant was advised of what would be required to have a complete application. The owner 
has not applied for a business license at this time 
 
Private clubs are a permitted use in the Main Street Business zone. Private clubs means 
organizations that are privately owned and operated by their members and not operated for 
profit, and which maintain recreational, dining, and/or athletic facilities for the exclusive use of 
the members and their guests and uses accessory or incidental thereto.  Adult entertainment is 
a permitted use only in the General Industrial zone and must be located only in the adult 
entertainment overlay zone and shall comply with the requirements in SMC 5.32.030.   
 
“The city is obligated to review the application for an administrative interpretation and make a 
decision based on the application criteria in the city’s zoning code,” stated City Administrator, 
Deborah Knight.  In making an interpretation of the provisions of the zoning code, the 
community development director is required to consider factors such as, the applicable 
provisions of the zoning code,; the impact of the interpretation on other provisions of the 
municipal code; the implications of the interpretation for development within the city as a 
whole; the applicable provisions of the comprehensive plan and other relevant codes and 
policies; and any applicable state statutes and court decisions.  
 
People who are interested in the director’s decision may become a “party of record” and 
receive a copy of the notice of decision by e-mailing devin.tokizawa@ci.stanwood.wa.us or 
mailing in a written request to City of Stanwood, Community Development Department 10220 
270th Street NW Stanwood WA 98292.  Please provide your name, address, and e-mail 
address.   
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